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JAPANESE CLASSICAL DANCING RECITAL



On behalf of the people of the County of Hawaii, it gives me great pleasure to welcome
the Umewaka School of Japanese Dance group to our Big Island. I know that the
performance that will be presented to us in April of 1987 will be appreciated by the
citizens of the Big Island.

While on the Big Island,we invite you to explore that vastness and variety of our island
home. Meet our friendly people who are as interesting and diverse as our island.
Learn about our history and the extraordinary East-West blend that has contributed to
our unique culture.

Relax. Enjoy. Savor the glorious memories of vour visit to our island. Then.return to
relive them once again. _

i X Cortyad—

Danth K. CArpencer
Mayor ™, ' i‘Y‘
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Let's begin Japanese dance
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IKKashiku-Dojon™

Yamatogaku

In Japanese Dance,Dojoji is reputed to be a major work that is extremely difficult to perform.
Inthis performance of Kashiku-Dojoji,although the melody is based on Dojoji,where the per-
formers are normally yvoung girls,the major role i1s plaved by a Geisha (of the Yoshiwara
entertainment district).She sings of the seasons at Yoshiwara(spring,summer,fall and winter)
and dances out their customs and practices. This performance provides foreign guests with an
opportunity to see the dances of the beautiful and famous Geisha.lt 1s also the most skilled

dance of kanjiro Umewaka.
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Kivomato — “Tamausagi”

According to Japanese legend,it 1s said that there is a rabbit in the moon.When one looks at
the moon,it appears as if the rabbit is pounding out rice cskes.It is something like a fairv tale
that is popular among Japanese children.

This dance has the rabbit in the moon as its theme.The rabbit jumps down from the moon
and dances a satirical dance of earthly existence.This a very enjovable and comical dance this

1s very popular among both children and adults.
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Nagauta —“Sagimusume”

There are many stories in Japanese dance in which an animal transforms into a human being.
In Sagimusume,a heron transforms into a voung girl and begins to dance.This story is reputed
as one of the major works in all of Japanses Dance.The contents of the story remind one of the
ballet “Swan Laka”and Sagimusume has been called the Japanes version of this.Although it is

an extremely beautifull dance.for the dancer,it is one of the most difficult to perform.
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